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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
In Las Vegas: 
Adam Johnson 
Elissa Wahl 
Marc Abelman 
Robert McCord  
Kathleen Conaboy 
 
In Carson City: 
Melissa Mackedon 
 
Teleconference: 
None 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT 
Nora Luna 
 
AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT: 
 
In Las Vegas: 
Joan Jurgensen, Education Program Professional, State Public Charter School Authority 
Patrick Gavin, Director, State Public Charter School Authority 
Brian Scroggins, Deputy Director, State Public Charter School Authority  
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In Carson City: 
Jessica Hoban, Administrative Services Officer, State Public Charter School Authority 
Nya Berry, Education Program Professional, State Public Charter School Authority 
Danny Peltier, Management Analyst I, State Public Charter School Authority 
Tanya Osborne, Administrative Assistant, State Public Charter School Authority  
 
LEGAL STAFF PRESENT: 
 
In Las Vegas:  
Greg Ott, Deputy Attorney General 
 
AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
In Las Vegas: 
Attendance Sheet Attached – no sheets attached 
 
In Carson City: 
Attendance Sheet Attached  -- no sheets attached 
 
CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA  
 
Member McCord moved for a flexible agenda.  Member Abelman seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Comment 
 
Will B. Whitesell spoke in support of Nevada Connections Academy and supports the school.  Jennifer 
Bistline spoke in support of Nevada Connections Academy regarding student  growth and meeting the 
needs of children with special needs and medical issues.  Jill Nestor spoke in support of Beacon Academy 
for serving at risk students.  Lisa Racine is a learning coach and  spoke in support of Nevada Virtual 
Academy; her children have made continued progress in their grades.  Randy Donald, Board President for 
Beacon Academy, is in support of the school and its improvement with the students.  Joe Diraffaele, Vice 
President of Beacon Academy Governing Board,  is in support of how well the school educates the 
students.   Spencer Bassett spoke in support of Beacon Academy; she feels the school  helped her prepare 
to  pursue other opportunities in her life.  Jeri Wicker spoke in support of Beacon Academy and has great 
communication with the school.  Spencer Bassett spoke in support of Beacon Academy.   Linda Lord 
spoke in support of Nevada Virtual Academy; she feels online schools helps the students.   Sarah Bassett 
spoke in support of Beacon Academy.   Kim Bassett spoke in support of Beacon Academy because her 
children are thriving at this school.   Tina Bland spoke in support of Beacon Academy.   RaeAnn Moralez 
spoke in support Beacon Academy for all the benefits they give her.   Amineh Harvey, representing the 
Healthy Start Program, spoke in support of Beacon Academy.  Jonathon Henley spoke in support of 
Nevada Virtual Academy and wants it to stay open.  Angelica Pallan spoke in support of Nevada 
Connections Academy.  
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Agenda Item 8 - Alternative Framework update and discussion. 
Director Gavin gave report on alternative framework update.  
 
Agenda Item 6 - Update regarding staff discussions with Beacon Academy regarding 
school's plan for improvement. The Board will receive an update on and may discuss the 
status of discussions between SPCSA staff and School officials and attorneys regarding the 
school's efforts to develop a plan of improvement.  
School principal Tambre Tondryk gave a presentation regarding the school’s improvement and the charter 
amendment.  Deputy Attorney General Greg Ott spoke regarding the school’s plan for improvement and 
notice of closure and indicated that SPCSA will be working with the school TO DO WHAT????.   Ms. 
Sanchez (TITLE??) also spoke regarding improving the school’s performance.  
 
Agenda Item 7 - Consideration and possible action of Beacon Academy Amendment 
request pursuant to NAC 386.325  
Discussion ensued on this subject between Director Gavin, Ms. Sanchez and Ms. Tondryk. The school 
needs  a clear plan in order to move forward without notice of closure.  SPCSA will put the school on the 
Board’s July agenda.  
 
Agenda Item 5 - Update regarding staff discussions with Nevada Connections Academy 
regarding school's plan for improvement. The Board will receive an update on and may 
discuss the status of discussions between SPCSA staff and School officials and attorneys 
regarding the school's efforts to develop a plan of improvement.  
Board President Jafeth Sanchez spoke for Nevada Connections Academy about the graduation rate.   
Principal (Is that his correct title???) Steve Werlein also spoke about the graduation rate and improvement 
plan.   Dr. Brian Rasta (title??) with Nevada Connections Academy talked about the school’s efforts to 
develop  a plan of improvement.   Attorney Laura Granier talked about accountability for the school.  
SPCSA will revisit the improvement plan in July.  What is “this”? 
 
Agenda Item 4 - Update regarding staff discussions with Nevada Virtual Academy 
regarding school's plan for improvement. The Board will receive an update on and may 
discuss the status of discussions between SPCSA staff and School officials and attorneys 
regarding the school's efforts to develop a plan of improvement. 
Richard Gordon, Vice President of the Board at Nevada Virtual Academy, spoke about the school’s 
plan of improvement.   Orlando dos Santos, principal of NVVA, also spoke about the school’s plan to 
improve.    
 
Agenda Item 2 - Approval of the April 29, 2016 SPCSA Action Minutes 
 
Member Conaboy moved for approval of the minutes.  Member Mackedon seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Agenda Item 8 – Public Comment 
Dr. John Hawk, Chief Operations Officer, spoke about Nevada State High School and would like a signed 
contract from SPCSA.  
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Chair Johnson adjourned the meeting at 4:11 pm. 
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